bent, but we have certainly not found any encouragement from either of these bodies. At a time when clinical commitments seem -to expand inexorably, it is easy to understand why research takes a back seat. However, the Research Committee of the Foundation, at a small meeting held at Leeds Castle in 1980, has reiterated the view that a research interest should be part of the armamentarium of -the fully trained clinical psychiatrist.
Those of your readers who have had dealings with the Research Committee of the Foundation will know that we are at pains to help applicants obtain funding for their research. On many occasions we have helped applicants to reformulate and resubmit their research applications, especially when difficult methods were involved. At other times, when our funds have proved insufficient, we have assisted applicants in placing their submissions elsewhere.
Finally, the Research Committee of the Mental Health Foundation is concerned to foster research in areas of growing interest. In order to identify those areas a scientificmeeting was held in Oxford in 1979 culminating in the publication, which I edited, 'Priorities in Psychiatric Research' (John Wiley 1980). We are also planning to hold a conference on 'Psychiatry in General Practice' in Oxford in September 1981, which we hope will be of interest to both psychiatrists and general practitioners with a research bent. (1977, British Medical Journal ii, 282) . Contrary to the view implied in your editorial, removal of an involved breast is the best chance of preventing local recurrence. No treatment for any disease, even if it is a 'mutilation', could be initiated without hope.
Finally, the idea widely held even by surgeons that surgeons should limit their involvement in patient care to the use of the scalpel while the specialist physician does the rest is not quite right. Will the time come when surgical wound infections will be referred to infectious disease physicians? The surgical management of patients often includes medical treatment, a responsibility which surgeons should not shirk. After all, a surgeon is a physician with skills in addition. Yours sincerely N EKE
